The L-arginine mixed potassium dihydrogenphosphate (KDP) crystal reported by Saravanan et al Indian J Pure App Phys 51 (2013) 254, is a dubious crystal. The reported unit cell parameters contradict the definition of the tetragonal crystal system.
crystal.

Comment
Phosphate salts having the general formula MH 2 PO 4 , are of technological interest because they exhibit ferroelectric (M = K, Rb, Cs) or antiferroelectric (M = NH 4 ) properties at low temperatures 1 . Of the alkali metal phosphates, potassium dihydrogen phosphate (KDP) is a well-known solid and is used as a reference material to report second harmonic generation (SHG) efficiency in nonlinear optical (NLO) materials research 2 . The dihydrogen phosphates of K + (KDP) 3 and ammonium (ADP) 4 are isomorphous at room temperature and crystallize in the tetragonal system in the non-centrosymmetric space group (Table 1) . Table 1 . Unit cell parameters of the isostructural KDP and ADP 6 reporting mixing of L-arginine into the KDP lattice attracted our attention. We believe that the authors of this paper use the term 'mixing' by which they actually mean 'doping'. However, the claim of incorpoarting L-arginine which is a larger molecule than ethanol ( Fig. 1 ) into the KDP lattice is not only unsubstantiated but also incorrect as will be proved below. 
